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SUPERVISION, THE KEYNOTE THE EDUCATIONAL 
CONFERENCE. 


LTHOUGH planning the Educational Conference which 
meet Ohio State University, March 23, 24, and 25, 
sought assure ourselves advance that the central topic 
vital and important, were not prepared for the strong endorsement 
which has received. Supervision, you will recall, the topic, and 
especially supervision the hands the building principal. Upon 
learning that this field educational practice has been chosen for 
emphasis, Superintendent Jones, Cleveland, took pen 
hand the following effect: 
“Quite naturally pleased that you are taking the subject 
cannot tell you how definitely join you the belief that the clearest 
avenue approach through the elementary Principal 
“Central supervision will have done more effectively than 
has commonly been done set the field action. Central super- 
vision ordinarily regarded with more less distrust. rather 
speedily develops into administrative executive service 
“Building principals ordinarily want learn how supervise. 
The supervisors attempt train teachers when would better 
train principals. The principal aware that she weakened the 
eyes her teachers when the ‘central’ supervisor goes over her 
head train the teachers. 
shall add help, whatever may be, make your March 
meeting success and, doubt, can send you some elementary 


principals. you need any help from Cleveland, let know 
early. 
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strongly advise any who are con- 
templating the administering 
first program) consider the 
tage simplicity. testing program 
can easily ruined over-ambition. 

recent Bulletin the Bureau 
Mental Testsand Measurements the 
University Michigan the vote 
school people the type tests which 
they desired use was published. 
There was but unanimous vote for 
intelligence, reading, and arithmetic 
test. believe the superintendents who 
contributed this tabulation were 
entirely right. other words, rec- 
ommend that testing program its 
simplest form consist intelli- 
gence test, reading test, and 
arithmetic test. circumstances 
permit more extensive program 
spelling, handwriting, language, com- 
position, geography, and history— 
should considered about the 
order which have named them. 
give spelling and handwriting priority 
over language and composition not 
entirely because their intrinsive 
importance subjects, but partly 
because the excellence the 
measurement devices these subjects. 

Several people have written the 
choice tests, stressing such charac- 
teristics good test cost, ease 
giving and scoring, reliability, and 
validity. The importance these 
somewhat indicated the order 
mention, the most important being 
last. validity mean the extent 
which the test measures what 


COMMON SENSE THE USE TESTS 
Buckingham 
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purports measure, g., the extent 
which reading test measures abil- 
ity read. other characteristic 
important. 

Reliability the extent which 
test when repeated under similar cir- 
cumstances yields the same measures. 
Ease scoring raises the question 
whether pupils’ answers are unmis- 
takably right wrong. answer 
will thought right some people 
and wrong partly wrong others, 
there difficulty scoring. There 
are other important items ease 
scoring, g., the length the test, 
the arrangement material, devices 
provided such stencils, lists 
right and wrong answers etc., and the 
extent which the scores must 
weighted otherwise rehandled. Ease 
giving includes the amount the exam- 
iners have learn, the length and diffi- 
culty the directions, and the 
examination itself. 

With due consideration these 
matters, shall now give what 
judgment are some the best tests. 
time some one did this. Profes- 
sional courtesy and fear criticism 
have made unwisely reticent. 
the risk, therefore, calling down 
upon head the criticism 
contemporaries,” 
ture briefly and without argument the 
following recommendations: 

Intelligence recommend for 
pupils entering the first grade the 
Detroit First Grade Intelligence Test, 
published the World Book Co.; 
for the first grade (late) and second 
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and third grades, the Pressey Primary 
Classification Test revision the 
Pressey Primer Scale), published 
the Public School Publishing Co., 
Bloomington, Illinois; for second 
intelligence test given the 
pupils the first, second and third 
grades, the Haggerty Intelligence Ex- 
amination, Delta (World Book 
Co.); for the fourth ninth grades 
inclusive, the Illinois General Intel- 
ligence Scale, (Public School Publish- 
ing Co.); for second test these 
grades the National Intelligence Tests, 
Scale (World Book Co.); and for 
the senior high school, the Terman 
Group Test Mental Ability (World 
Book Co.). This last test will also 
work well the junior high school. 
Standardized 
Silent Reading Test, revised (Public 
School Publishing Co.) perhaps the 
most usable. applicable grades 
the Monroe Test, recommend the 
Thorndike McCall Scale, published 
Teachers College, New York. Two 
other reading tests are important, 
namely, the Burgess Scale for Meas- 
uring Ability Silent Reading, pub- 
lished the Russell Sage Foundation, 
130 East 22nd St., New York; and the 
Curtis Silent Reading Test, published 
Curtis, 246 Eliot St., Detroit, 
Michigan. None these reading tests 
applicable below the third grade. 
For the first grade reading the First 
Grade Reading Vocabulary Test, got- 
ten out the Presseys and published 
the Department Psychology, 
Indiana University, Bloomington, In- 
diana, recommended. There 
separate reading test for the second 
grade but there excellent test for 


second grade use which combines 
spelling, arithmetic, and reading. This 
the Second Grade Attainment 
Seale, devised Mrs. Pressey and 
published the Public School Pub- 
lishing Company. 

Fundamentals: The 
Monroe General Survey Test (Public 
School Publishing Co.) the most 
satisfactory. The Curtis Arithmetic 
Test, Series very good but does 
not extend beyond the four funda- 
mental operations with integers. The 
Woody-McCall Mixed Fundamentals 
(Teachers College) excellent for 
Survey purposes. (b) Problems: 
problem work arithmetic, feel that 
can recommend own test, The 
Buckingham Scale for Problems 
Arithmetic (Public School Publish- 
ing Co.). 

Other spelling the 
Ayres Scale stands almost alone. 
suggest the economy purchasing the 
Buckingham Extension this scale 
(Public School Publishing Co.) be- 
cause all the Ayres words are retained 
intact and 500 additional words (print- 
italics) add the value the 
original instrument. The Ayres Hand- 
writing Scale Gettsburg Edition (Rus- 


sell Sage Foundation Public School 


Publishing Co.) recommended 
measure penmanship. The Charters 
Diagnostic Language Tests (Public 
School Publishing Co.), the Nassau 
County Supplement the Hillegas 
Scale (Teachers College), the Hahn- 
Lackey Geography Scale (Public School 
Publishing Co.) are recommended 
simple and relatively satisfactory tests 
for subjects with which they are 
concerned. 

(To continued) 
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THE BUILDING PRINCIPAL 


Logically and historically the build- 
ing principal occupies commanding 
position—logically the build- 
ing the natural supervisory unit, 
and historically because “the 
single time-honored official found 
the modern school system.” ap- 
peared upon the scene long ago, and 
compared with him the superintendent 
belated arrival. His power not 
extensive that the superin- 
tendent, but more direct; 
not intensive that the teacher, 
but more influential. 

Yet this power not generally 
being exercised. Clerical and admin- 
istrative duties multiply and the prin- 
cipal becomes the victim system 
which has produced too many 
instances the type principal which 
has encouraged. Official displeasure 
far more likely expressed 
because faulty report than because 
failure lead inspire. Thus 
the principal becomes reporting of- 
ficer. Since economy must exer- 
cised, and since will praised for 
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it, distributes penholders and pen- 
cils with penurious care. develops 
system doing this the basis 
the least good the greatest number. 

Nothing, however, inheres the 
position the principal which pre- 
cludes the exercise the dominant 
influence the training children. 
Observe, Cubberley’s organization 
chart for city employing 350 400 
teachers. Note how the lines converge 
towards and diverge from the school 
principal. The city superintendent 
and his assistant superintendents op- 
erate through him. The superintend- 
ent properties, the business man- 
ager, the attendance department, the 
school efficiency man, the health 
director, and the city librarian bring 
their influence bear upon the teach- 
ers and pupils through him. His 
authority exerted not only upon the 
teachers, both regular and special, but 
also upon janitors and school nurses. 
he, who, more than any other 
official, comes into direct contact with 
parents. Visitors, whether they belong 
the system not—even the super- 
intendent himself—defer his au- 
thority while his building. 
the liason officer upon whom the im- 
pact official and public requirement 
made and from whom impulses em- 
anate which actuate teachers and 
pupils. 

Something like this should the 
conception the true place the 
principal. Boards education and 
superintendents could perform few 
more constructive acts administra- 
tion than restore the principalship 
its pristine dignity. 
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EDUCATIONAL READINGS 


Under the heading Readings” plan furnish 
pointers educational research material. shall not confine our- 
selves recent publications nor publications any particular 
type. shall consider recency, availability, and usefulness; but the 


greatest these usefulness. 


special teaching methods means 
Dec., 1921. 

this article Superintendent Brooks 
shows how the results from standardized 
tests may used evaluate methods 
teaching. This one the many instances 
which lead say, that not merely the 
matter giving tests, but the whole 
school situation, the testing movement 
‘destined have profound effect. 


FERNALD, Grace and HELEN. 
“The effect kinaesthetic factors the 
development word recognition the case 

This article profoundly significant. 
Children who could not read and were 
thought feeble-minded were found 
upon competent testing either nor- 
mal superior mentality. Their defect was 
their type intelligence. They were un- 
able learn read the ordinary visual 
methods. The authors contribute full 
description the method applied four 
Every teacher and every supervisor 
interested teaching reading should consult 
While there are doubt but few 
cases pure type those described 
this article, nevertheless likely that 
hundreds pupils any large system are 
unable learn read the customary 
methods. While they may not predom- 
inantly kinaesthetic these four cases, 

varied attack learning read. 


with the pupils the Russell prevocational 

Investigating the ability children 
the prevocational classes, the author finds 
that although these pupils are old years, 


their growth not general greater than 
that third-grade children. Realizing 
that the abstraction such pupils from the 
regular grade advantage the class, 
asks whether the proposition can 
defended other terms, and particular 
whether these boys show growth aca- 
demic knowledge. His conclusion that 


their growth this respect unsatisfac- 
tory. thinks the instruction should cen- 
ter around the industrial idea—not training 
specifically for trades, but general training 
centering around their field activity. 


vidual scores mental 
4:347, Dec., 1921. 

This article points out that the reliability 
test scores applied groups (where 
averages are taken) relatively satisfac- 
tory, but that the other hand, the reli- 
ability each pupil’s measure not nearly 
great. The author gives the results 
testing children the same teacher with 
five different intelligence tests. The scores 
are converted into mental ages, and the ages 
obtained from the tests are sufficiently 
different give point the author’s warn- 
ing. The remedy give each pupil more 
thorough testing. The very least that can 
done, says, supplement the single 
thirty-minute intelligence test least 
one other (better still, two three), 
before definite decision made concerning 
the mental status individual pupils. 


J., Vol. 36, No. 5:41. Nov., 1921. 

This article makes plea for supplement- 
ing educational tests intelligence tests, 
short basing judgments the teacher’s 
efficiency and the pupil’s accomplishment 
upon the pupil’s achievement quotient. 


: 
| 


Home Economics Section 

Apams, Chairman) 

With the rapid increase the num- 
ber Home Economics Departments 
the High Schools Ohio during the 
past year there have arisen many new 
problems, the matter adminis- 
tration and supervision the work. 

The Home Economics section 
this Conference will not attempt 
settle all the difficulties Home Eco- 
nomics affairs the state, but those 
who attend can, least, begin face 
some the difficulties and 
position realize where seems ad- 
visable plan changes for future 
advancement. The American Home 
Economics Association has, for sev- 
eral years, had Committees work 
studying the matter Home Eco- 
supervision from the stand- 
point the Federal, State, and City 
organizations. will the plan 
this Conference fall line with 
some parts their investigations. 
There will able leaders state 
and city work present, and discussions 
will open all who wish 
participate. 


Psychological and Educational Tests 
Section 
(S. Chairman) 

Friday morning there will 
section dealing with psychological and 
educational tests. The meeting will 
stress the practical values such 
tests, dealing with school problems. 
Every effort being made bring 
together concrete and practical ma- 
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terial order make clear the 
services which tests may render the 
practical school man. The major part 
the meeting will devoted brief 
ten minute papers, representative 
school people the state, presenting 
their work with tests. There will also 
three longer papers discussing 
important problems the measure- 
ment ability and school achieve- 
ment. 

demonstration will also given 
illustrate methods administer- 
ing and scoring well known tests 
various types. Classes will brought 
the University from near-by schools 
and the tests given these children 
experienced examiners order 
make clear the methods procedure, 
and illustrate the ways which 
various difficulties testing should 
met. The demonstrations will include 
group tests intelligence, and tests 
arithmetic, silent reading, spelling, 
writing, and English composition: 
Methods scoring will also shown, 
and convenient ways reducing the 
labor scoring illustrated. 

Throughout the Conference un- 
usually complete collection tests 
and test materials will exhibit. 
This will include practically all tests 
and test materials which have been 
issued during the past few years. 
Various charts will shown, illus- 
trate graphical methods presenta- 
tion test findings, and typical re- 
sults. Some member the college 
education will always present, 
explain the tests, and make sugges- 
tions with regard test work. 
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Music Section 
(R. Chairman) 

The music section will study the 
condition supervisor training the 
state and bring from various sources 
ideas for the improvement our 
school music. One session will seek 
discover what extent the teacher- 
in-training appreciates the constantly 
increasing demands made the su- 
pervisor, how far the schools the 
state have gone broadening their 
requirements, and what effort being 
made acquaint superintendents and 
school boards with the necessity 
employing supervisors larger prep- 
aration. Another session will study 
national tendencies and ideals, 
know whether are keeping pace 
with them. 

Men and women prominent 
teaching and supervisory work will 
address the section and there will 
frequent opportunity for discussion 
during the day. Plans are under way 
have attendance supervisors 
from all parts the state and repre- 
sentatives all the state music activ- 
ities that just summary may 
made actual school music condi- 
tions and helpful suggestions of- 
fered for their betterment. later 
bulletin will announce the principal 
speakers and their subjects. 


Modern Language Section 
(M. Evans, Chairman) 
Modern language teachers have 
given much time and attention the 
study and discussion methods. 
There has been, however, but very 
little consideration paid the amount 


ground covered the various 
years. Asa result there are practically 
standard courses. With this 
mind has been decided make 
“minimum requirements for foreign 
language the first and second years 
high school (first and second semes- 
ters college university)” the sub- 
ject the conference. Papers will 
presented Professor Havens for 
French, Professor Hendrix for Span- 
ish, and Professor Eisenlohr for Ger- 
man. 

These papers will present definite 
outline grammar for each the 
two years and also suggested vocab- 
ulary. hoped that full discus- 
sion the papers representatives 
the high schools will open the way 
for the standardization minimum 
requirements. 


Section Non-Biological Science 
(A. Chairman) 

This section will have meeting 
Friday, March 24, probably the 
afternoon. There will address 
some recognized leader science 
teaching the High School—perhaps 
two such addresses—with oppor- 
tunity for discussion after each. For 
round-table discussion number 
subjects have been suggested, among 
them the following: the 
for laboratories Physics 
and Chemistry; use new types 
tests teaching chemistry and phys- 
ics (Stenquist test, Burgess test, 
Binet-Simon test, etc.); the laboratory 
shop for physics; possible correlation 
with manual training; use graphs 
elementary chemistry and physics 


teaching; optical projection dem- 
onstration experiments. 

Suggestions other suitable topics 
for round-table discussion papers 
earnestly requested from interested 
teachers. Also names persons who 
might make valuable contribution 
any topic interest. Let hear 
promptly from many the live teach- 
ers chemistry and physics. 


Teacher Training Section 
(B. Chairman) 

One the sectional meetings the 
Educational Conference will de- 
voted the topic teacher training. 
This meeting set for Friday morn- 
ing, March 24th, and planned 
discuss thoroughly possible the 
shortcomings present practice 
teacher training, and suggestions for 
improvement. 

This meeting will addressed 
Dean Suhrie, the Cleveland 
School Education, and others 
equally prominent the field. 

The subject teacher training in- 
volves numerous problems and in- 
cludes practices about which there 
considerable difference opinion. 
clarification issues, the field 
the expected contributions this 
meeting. order encourage free 
interchange views the meeting will 
the nature informal con- 
ference. 

cordial invitation attend this 
section meeting extended all who 
are interested. hope bring to- 
gether this occasion all those who 
are connected with teacher training. 
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Elementary School Principals Section 
(B. Chairman) 

The emphasis the Educational 
Conference for 1922 will upon su- 
pervision and that the particular type 
supervision which shall de- 
vote most attention that which may 
exercised the building principal. 
addition the attention which 
this topic will receive the general 
meetings will also emphasized 
the principals’ section. 

The program the Elementary 
School Principals section will par- 
ticularly attractive. Doctor Arthur 
Perry, Jr., who will one the 
speakers made his greatest success 
elementary school principal and 
wrote the one best book the prin- 
cipalship. will speak the sec- 
tion Status the Principal.” 
Angelo Patri, who will also address the 
section, perhaps the most eminent 
elementary school principal Amer- 
ica. author School Master 
the Great His topic the 
sectional meeting will School 
and Its Children.” 

addition these addresses, five 
ten-minute talks will given 
some the most progressive elemen- 
tary-school principals the state. 
Each principal will describe the one 
best thing she doing. 


Elementary-school principals will 
well request permission from their 
superintendents attend this con- 
ference. class school people will 
receive much benefit. 


